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BEFORE AFTER

$500 O
F
F

Any Full Perimeter 
Waterproofing System with 

Sump Pump

Cannot be combined with any other offer. Not 
valid for prior work, must be presented and 

redeemed at time of estimate. 

FINANCING AVAILABLE

2921 Niagara Falls Blvd.
Near Ward Rd.

WHEATFIELD Garden & Gifts

FREE
Delivery

Lifetime 
Warranty

946-3364

SHEDS, GARAGES
& GAZEBOS

WE BUILD ON SITE
HERITAGE STRUCTURES

WE MOVE, LEVEL & REMOVE BUILDINGS

www.oldfortniagara.org
745-7611

Civil War Artillery School
Sat. May 15 & Sun. May 16
ALL DAY - Civil War Reenactors

hone their artillery skills

SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR FUTURE EVENTS

2 Day 
Sale

Sat., May 1st

Sun., May 2nd

NIAGARA FALLS
2429 Military Road

45098

297-1986
HOURS: Open 7 Days A Week 

8am-8pm

6 Pack

1 Ct.

3 Ct.

While Supplies Last

100% Money Back Guarantee
We Accept SNAP and EBT

Fresh Deli Cold Cuts Daily 

On the Vine

Tomatoes
Romaine 
Hearts
Cantaloupe
Buffalo Chicken
Wing Sausage

Spareribs
Assorted Flavors
Nestle Splash 
Water

$299

$199

$199

lb.

ea.

ea.

lb.

lb.

$179

99¢

99¢

Bella Rose, Modern embark on new recycling effort
First-in-WNY recycling venture a ‘win-win’ for community

BY TERRY DUFFY
Editor-in-Chief

Call it a groundbreaker for the 
area’s wine industry.

Recently, Bella Rose Vineyard 
and Winery in Lewiston unveiled 
a new Earth Day-themed recycling 
partnership with Modern Disposal 
that will allow for a proper dispos-
al/productive future for consumed 
wine bottles. 

No, it’s a not for a new collection 
of wine bottle art décor or some-
thing similar, although that likewise 
sounds interesting. This program 
involves the actual recycling of dis-
carded wine bottles for something 
productive, such as use in highway 
building materials.

“It’s just a very sustainable way 
of doing something with the bottles 
that don’t fall within NYS (bottle) 
recycling programs,” said Mike 
Schweitzer of Bella Rose. “And ob-
viously there’s a huge need in the 
industry for it. It’s something that’s 
done in California up and down the 
entire state. And New York is lag-
ging behind.”

Schweitzer, along with Modern 
offi cials and 1st District Niagara 

County Legislator Irene Myers, 
announced this week that Bella 
Rose is the new site of a permanent 
drop-off for glass bottle recyclables 
– wine bottles and the like. While 
the state has offered bottle/can de-
posit/recycling programs for some 

time, such is not the case for other 
containers – namely wine bottles. 

Schweitzer pointed to some im-
pressive EPA data he came across 
when it comes to the actual disposal 
practice of wine bottles, which he 
called disturbing. Did you know, 

for example, that, of the estimated 
300 million cases of wine sold in the 
U.S. and consumed by the public, 
roughly 210 million wine cases end 
up in landfi lls?

He said roughly 60% of a wine’s 
carbon footprint is in the produc-
tion of the wine bottle and that, ac-
cording to EPA estimates, 70% of all 
wine bottles are not even recycled. 
Further, glass once locked up in a 
landfi ll never breaks down and will 
remain in its current state upward 
of 5,000 years into the future. 

Talk about a throwaway culture. 
According to Schweitzer, a mere 

28% of all the glass the American 
public buys actually gets recycled. 

“It is a shame, because glass can 
be recycled forever; and turning old 
product into new represents a big 
win for the environment,” he said.

So what’s this new glass recycling 
program all about?

Modern recently placed a spe-
cial collection Dumpster down the 
driveway at Bella Rose, located at 
1243 Ridge Road, in Lewiston, just 
west of Town Hall. Open to the 
public, it now provides for the safe, 
environmentally friendly disposal of 
wine bottles and similar glass con-
tainers that would otherwise go to 
a landfi ll. 

“All glass bottles in this Dump-
ster will be used as plastic glass ag-
gregate. PGA is a safe and credible 
alternative to other natural aggre-
gate materials such as gravel, stone 
or sand,” Schweitzer said. “By using 
PGA, a signifi cant volume of waste 
can be kept out of landfi lls and used 
in a sustainable way” such as large 
municipal projects – water installa-
tions, highway work and the like. 

“What we want to do with the 
glass is make processed glass ag-
gregate,” said Al Davis, vice presi-
dent, post collections operations 
and sales at Modern. “It’s a substi-
tute for sand and gravel material, 
and it’s something that a little con-
tamination won’t bother it.”

“There’s other recycling options 
for glass,” he continued. “Like one 
piece of ceramic, it can be a con-
taminant for that. … So we’re go-
ing to process the material (glass) 
and we’re going to use it to replace 
things for sand and gravel (use) … 
for things like pipe beddings, or 
drainage (uses) things like that.

“We’re also going to work in con-
junction with the Town of Lewiston 
and some of their highway projects 
and use some of that also. We got 
plenty of demand for using the ma-
terial.”

Davis said the program continues 
to grow in interest in other parts of 
the country. 

“It’s done in New England and 
others where they crush the ma-
terial,” he said. “Some highway 
departments even have their own 
crushers to do it. You can blend it 
with virgin sand and gravel also if 
you need to. 

“We’ll be able to process it with 
our equipment that we have at Mod-
ern and be able to use that material. 
Hopefully, the word will get out to 
other wineries (on this) and we can 

From left, 1st District Niagara 
County Legislator Irene Myers joins 
with Modern CEO Michael McIner-
ney, Bella Rose Winery’s Michael 
Schweitzer, Modern Vice President 
of Operations Robert Trunzo and 
Vice President of Post Collections, 
Operations and Sales Al Davis in 
announcing a new wine bottle recy-
cling effort.

SEE NEW, continued on Page 3
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